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The book revolves around the idea of looking at the Rig Veda, River Saraswati, and Mohenjo
Daro through a single lens. A different approach, little heard of, perhaps never thought of.Was
Mohenjo-daro really the city we think it was?The incredible Infrastructure: A product of choice or
helplessness?What was the real purpose of the mysterious seals found at Mohenjo daro?Is
there a connection between the drying up of Saraswati, infrastructure at Mohenjo Daro, and the
Rig Veda?Arya invasion: Reality or Myth?What was the greatest gift of Saraswat Brahmins to the
world that is relevant even today?This book breaks new ground to lay the foundation for a fresh
perspective towards our great ancestors and history.



PEERING FOOTPRINTSAN UNTOLD MAPPING OF THE RIG VEDA & SARASWATI WITH
MOHENJO DAROAMRESH VASHISHTNOTION PRESSNOTION PRESSIndia. Singapore.
Malaysia.This book has been published with all reasonable efforts taken to make the material
error-free after the consent of the author. No part of this book shall be used, reproduced in any
manner whatsoever without written permission from the author, except in the case of brief
quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews.The Author of this book is solely responsible
and liable for its content including but not limited to the views, representations, descriptions,
statements, information, opinions and references [“Content”]. The Content of this book shall not
constitute or be construed or deemed to reflect the opinion or expression of the Publisher or
Editor. Neither the Publisher nor Editor endorse or approve the Content of this book or
guarantee the reliability, accuracy or completeness of the Content published herein and do not
make any representations or warranties of any kind, express or implied, including but not limited
to the implied warranties of merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose. The Publisher and
Editor shall not be liable whatsoever for any errors, omissions, whether such errors or omissions
result from negligence, accident, or any other cause or claims for loss or damages of any kind,
including without limitation, indirect or consequential loss or damage arising out of use, inability
to use, or about the reliability, accuracy or sufficiency of the information contained in this
book.Dedicated toMy parentsVed Prakash Sharma (1933-1992)Swaraj Sharma
(1936-2017)And to my devoted wife AnupmaMy Daughter Dr Amisha Vashisht, Dr Shree &
Kevin& My Son AnimeshContentsAuthor's NotePrefaceAN UNTOLD CIVILISATIONUNTOLD
NAMESAN UNTOLD RELIGIOUS EVENTAN UNTOLD RIVER SARASWATIAN UNTOLD
GODDESS SARASWATIAN UNTOLD STUPA (VEDI) & BATHTHE UNTOLD RIG VEDATHE
UNTOLD VEDA COMPOSERSUNTOLD SEALSUNTOLD INSCRIPTIONSUNTOLD
SKELETONSUNTOLD INDIANSTHE UNTOLD MIGRATIONUNTOLD ARTIFACTSAN UNSUNG
HEROArise! O Saraswati!UNTOLD SOULS BEHIND HARAPPAUNTOLD SOULS BEHIND
MOHENJO DAROBIBLIOGRAPHYAuthor's NoteThis book is not intended to be critical or a
challenge to the amazing work done by scholars in the last century, for something like that I do
not hold myself competent and prefer to leave it to experts.The aim has been to consolidate their
work and look at it with a slightly unexplored perspective and connecting the dots between
different episodes that the Indian Hindu Brahmin history witnessed.I believe, there is more to this
civilisation than what meets the eye and I point out some thoughts in the hope to direct my
readers towards finding new revelations about this multi-century old mysterious civilisation.I bow
to Goddess Saraswati to help me make this book fruitful for the reader.Amresh
Vashisht09/05/2020PrefaceIn aspiring to the honour of appearing as a historian, I, Amresh
Vashisht, the author of this volume desire to record, in simple terms, the events from a particular
period in History. The part of Indian history that has been touched revolves around the Sindhu
Saraswati Civilisation and the Hindu Religion, to which I am associated by way of my caste,



belonging to “Dhananter” (Dhanvantri) of Vashisht Gotra of Saraswat Brahmin mentioned in the
Vedas.I hope to bring my narrative into as small a compass as I can, consistent with the view I
hope to present, in making known matters of Indian interest, which have hitherto, I think, been
little thought of, or perhaps never heard of. As this book is intended for the general reader, I have
tried, as far as possible, to leave nothing unexplained. And as I believe that civilisation is more
than religion and art, I tried, however briefly, to cover all aspects of Indian life and thought.I have
simply attempted to tag, the three happenings during the prehistoric period, in one, i.e. The Lost
Saraswati, Composition of Rig-Veda at Saraswati Banks, and Mohenjo-Daro an exemplary
infrastructure. All three are unique in world history. The eternal Vedas are the foundation source
of all knowledge. The extent of civilisation and culture that is found in the Vedas is unique and
Incomparable. The scholars have widely defined all three individually and excellently, but none
tried to map the three in one. Looking at this civilisation with a linking the mentioned three
happenings has appealed to me for decades.Only a hundred years have passed when the
excavations at Harappa & Mohenjo-Daro started. Both sites have given unique artefacts, pottery,
and in the real sense, it has provided us reasons to believe and claim that our ancestors were a
part of the oldest civilisation on earth.All civilisations have their roots from this particular part of
the world known as Brahminabad. Many of us perhaps will be surprised to find in this study as to
how far the Saraswati has gone in influencing the civilisations of the world. The spreading of the
Indus valley to the globe was not to gain power, occupy land or religious spread. It was due to
the water crisis that the most significant migration from this holy land happened from local
boundaries to global directions. Saraswati played two roles, one in world history and the other in
Indian history.Facts are stubborn things, and history must lose its value and importance if from
mistaken motives of delicacy its pages are filled. It is fair, and indeed necessary to explain, that
the principal object which I have in view, is to record facts of importance in such unmistakable
terms, as beyond the reach of cavil or contradiction, many of which have never as yet appeared
in the open face of day, and which, by the disclosure, may serve to benefit us all, either as
"solemn warnings" for the future or as hopeful encouragement to those working for the revival of
their old Hindu culture, who, in the honest discharge of their duties towards their religion, maybe
desirous of arriving at just beneficial decisions in the disposal of their public functions.The age of
the Civilisation was given by an English man who was on the verge of retirement. He took charge
from the real hero R D Banerjee and mentioned him hundred times but every time, to
disassociate with Banerjee's unpublished report submitted in his official capacity. He first termed
this civilisation as ‘Indo- Sumerian’, then Harappa Civilisation and later Indus ValleyCivilisation.
He neither mentioned Saraswati nor Rig-Veda in the first-ever consolidation of notes published
in 1931.The irony of this civilisation is the partition of India. Think for a moment, if the excavation
had not been done in 1925, we surely would have missed the aura of the first-ever civilisation on
earth. The funding for excavation during the British regime was timely; otherwise, it would not
have been possible because of the rigorous freedom movement & after that the IInd World War.
The discovery of the Indus Valley civilisation is one of the greatest surprises in undiscovered



human history. It burst like an unsuspected mine to blow up the old structure of Indian history.
We are lucky that way, but even after 100 years, there are thousands of questions still
unanswered.The peculiar state of affairs of the entire situation is that Saraswati was flowing in
the area which is at the boundaries of Indian Soil, those who composed the Rig-Veda migrated
and contributed to the worldwide civilisations and integrated themselves locally. Mohenjo-Daro
the epicentre which witnessed the whole affairs is located in Pakistan. The relations with our
neighbour are sour. With the partition of the country, we have partitioned with the oldest
civilisation also.It is necessary that the records from the past should be truthful, and that matters
should be treated in an unbiased manner because the sacred memories of those who have
passed away must not be trespassed upon by the feelings of those who live.Here history has to
emerge from the colossal ruins by a complete integration of the Vedic and the Indus Valley
civilisation then only we would be able to justify our ancestor’s contribution to world history. For
an integral picture of Indian history, we have to spread the canvas, a fresh and clean one,If
possible, more courageously and generously than we have been since the day Harappa &
Mohenjo-Daro were discovered or even since the day the invention of epigraphy, satellite
photographing and imagery, remote sensing, carbon dating, DNA mapping and so forth. Today
we have opened new doors to understand and inform the candid analysis of the civilisation
which, in my opinion, deserves to be called by Sindhu Saraswati Civilisation or Indus Saraswati
Civilisation. We must give credit and due recognition to the people who lived peacefully in the
valley of the Indus for a very long time practising their time-honoured customs and rites.The
culture of people leaves its foot-prints in their works of literature. It is obvious that before any
theory relating to an ancient culture and civilisation is sought to be promulgated, the work in the
literature of the people embracing that culture and civilisation should be studied.This book is just
an attempt to link various studies by scholars in the last hundred years and take the mind to
some unthought-about alternatives. This is to recognize the contribution of Saraswat Brahmins,
nurturing the Bharat that is India with their footprints on seals, artefacts, literature, infrastructure,
and their descendants. Presently the world is failing to interpret their language, symbols,
materials, prayers, skeletons, and above all their culture. They had unconditional love for nature
and in fact, were the only nature worshipers in the last 5000 years.I feel this writing is my duty to
pass on the thoughts, of my native grandfather's village Wadi (dried-up bed of a river) of United
India in west Punjab at the banks of River Jhelum, a tributary of Saraswati, my grandmother who
was born and brought up at Village Sanika, Kushab of United India in west Punjab at the banks
of Jhelum, a tributary of Saraswati, my maternal Grand Father who hails from Sargodha of
United India in west Punjab,located between River Jhelum & River Ravi and maternal
grandmother from Sahiwal of United India in west Punjab just 20 KM from the Harappa on the
bank of River Ravi, a tributary of Saraswati. So, the River Saraswati is everywhere at the same
time, at the source, at the mouth, at the waterfall, in the ocean, in the sands and the mountains,
in the thoughts, in the heart, in the prayers but the present only exists through satellite imagery
with the past shadow of the Mother of the river but with the flowing future surely.Gods, May we



with our ears, listen to what is good, and with our eyes, see what is right. With limbs and bodies
firm may we extolling you attain the term of life appointed by the Gods. (T.H. Griffith, [1896],) Let
us hear, O Lord, only what is decent and blissful. Let us see only what is graceful and beneficial.
Let us concentrate all our senses on prayer unto Thee and. O Lord, let our lives be spent in
being of service to Thee and to the entire world through Thee- R V 1.89.8The importance of the
conception of Brahman in the history of Indian thought is indicated by the fact that the word
Brahman has been used to explain various things:(i) A class of priests, the Brahmans;(2) A
department of ancient Sanskrit literature, the Brahmanas;(3) The Ultimate Reality of the
Vedanta, Brahma;(4) The first person of the later Hindu Trinity, Brahma;(5) Indian religion before
the Buddhist disruption,Brahmanism, and(6) The modern theistic movement known as the
Brahma Samaj.It will, of course, be possible to deal only with the outer-lines of the doctrine of
Brahman. For, as Professor Flint truly says, to explain in detail the how and why of the
development of the doctrine of Brahman would be to write the longest chapter in the history of
Hindu civilisation.Opinions will almost inevitably differ as to the value of sources relied upon, and
the soundness of conclusions reached, by me. To generous critics who would have me correct
some slip or make good some omission, I shall feel grateful.With the blessings of Goddess
Saraswati, I hope to know more about my family lineage and our ancestor's contribution to
history..CHAPTER ONEAN UNTOLD CIVILISATIONWhat the learned world demands of us
India is to be quite certain of our data, to place the monumental record before them exactly as it
now exists and to interpret it faithfully and literally.”— .James Prinsep. ‘Bengal Asiatic Society
Journal, 1838, Page 227Understanding a civilisation depends on how one interprets historical
events. Historical events not only limited to the ones that happened during the period in time a
civilisation existed but also pre and post that. Apart from an in-depth analysis of the significant
events, investing time in trying to understand the people of civilisation and how their minds
worked is crucial— the psychological and social aspects. Most importantly, it requires a person
to be willing to read and interpret history with an open mind.The study of civilisations is a study
of history. Can any civilisation or history be studied without names? If we are dealing with a
civilisation without a proper name, we will be doing a great injustice to those we aim to study.
The injustice gets manifold when we interpret their recorded civilisation based on and limited to
a modern understanding of things only. Civilisation is nothing but a history of individuals, who, by
the nature of their outstanding achievements and characteristics, have managed to make
themselves significant even today, those individuals have left a permanent mark by their mere
existence on this beautiful planet. They have attempted to communicate about their civilisation
for future generations in the best way possible, the ball simply lies in our court to understand
what they meant.One such civilisation is named as Harappa Civilisation. Other names recorded
in the history are Indus Valley (Sindhu- Saraswati) Civilisation, Vedic Civilisation, Sindhu
Civilisation & the Saraswati civilisation. From the supposed affinity with the Sumerian civilisation,
it was at first styled as Indo-Sumerian. Others called it “The Indus Valley (Sindhu- Saraswati)
Culture”, the “Indo-Mediterranean Culture”, etc., but now it is called Proto-Indic or Harappa



Culture. All the even names belong to one civilisation, and it’s not a bad idea to name it by
another name, i.e. Sindhu Saraswati Civilisation. So naming any civilisation with its proper name
makes the study of the civilisation easier. Some of us may feel that Hindu Civilisation is more
appropriate though the herein mentions don’t contain the word Hindu, probably because of the
non-existence of ‘religion’ at that time. The religion was humanity. The people were simply
nature-worshipping humans. The Term Hindu--Hindutva is related more to the way of life of the
people in the subcontinent.Hindu Civilisation over the years, the Apex Court of India, i.e. The
Supreme Court has made several attempts to explain the terms Hindu & Hindutva. The
Constitution Bench in Shastri Yajnapurushadasji and Others vs Muldas Bhudardas Vaishya and
Another, 1996 (3) SCR 242 held thus:"Who are Hindus, and what are the broad features of
Hindu religion that must be the first part of our inquiry in dealing with the present controversy
between the parties? The historical and etymological genesis of the word Hindu has given rise
to a controversy amongst Ideologists, but the view generally accepted by scholars appears to be
that the word Hindu is derived from the river Sindhu otherwise known as Indus which flows from
Punjab. That part of the great Aryan race, says Monier Williams, "which emigrated from Central
Asia, through the mountain passes into India, settled first in the districts near the river Sindhu
(now called the Indus). The Persians pronounced this word Hindu and named their Aryan
brethren Hindus. The Greeks, who probably gained their first ideas of India from the Persians,
dropped the hard aspirate, and called the Hindus India." (Hinduism by Monier Williams, P. 1)The
Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics, Vol. VI has described Hinduism as the title applied to that
form of religion which prevails among the vast majority of the present population of the Indian
Empire (P. 686).Dr Radhakrishnan has observed:"The Hindu civilisation is so-called since its
founders or earliest followers occupied the territory drained by the Sindhu (the Indus) river
system corresponding to the North-West Frontier Province and Punjab. This is recorded in the
Rig Veda, the oldest of the Vedas, the Hindu scriptures which give their name to this period of
Indian history, The people on the Indian side of the Sindhu were called Hindu by the Persian and
the later western invaders" ( the Hindu View of Life by Dr Radhakrishnan, p. 12). That is the
genesis of the word Hindu. Hence, the Hindu Civilisation could be an option to study a
civilisation matured with the lifestyle of the Hindus. The small or big changes recorded in the
lives of the human beings spread over to a particular area, their reformations or revolutions,
though inspired by personalities in the past, have had their seeds slowly germinating in the
minds and culture of the people from a far more extended period. Any changes are like changing
the heat of the fire and applying it at various places to strengthen and temper humanity. When
we think of the Hindu religion, we find it difficult, if not impossible, to define the Hindu religion or
even adequately describe it. Unlike other religions in the world, the Hindu religion does not claim
any one prophet; it does not worship anyone God it does not subscribe to any one dogma: it
does not believe in any one philosophic concept: it does not follow anyone set of religious rites
or performances; in fact, it does not appear to satisfy the narrow traditional features of any
religion or creed. It may broadly be described as a way of life and nothing more.”Monier



Williams:"It must be borne in mind that Hinduism is far more than a mere form of theism resting
on Brahmanism. It presents for our investigation a complex congeries of creeds and doctrines
which in its gradual accumulation may be compared to the gathering together of the mighty
volume of the Ganges, swollen by a continual influx of tributary rivers and rivulets, spreading
itself over an ever-increasing area of the country and finally resolving itself into an intricate Delta
of tortuous streams and jungle marshes… The Hindu religion is a reflection of the Composite
character of the Hindus, who are not one people but many. It is based on the idea of universal
receptivity. It has ever aimed at accommodating itself to circumstances and has carried on the
process of adaptation through more than three thousand years. It has first borne with and then,
so to speak, swallowed, digested, and assimilated something from all creeds." (Religious
Thought & Life in India by Monier Williams, P. 57)In his celebrated treatise Gitarahasya, Bal
Gangadhar Tilak has given a broad description of the Hindu religion:"Acceptance of the Vedas
with reverence recognition of the fact that the means or ways of salvation are diverse and
realization of the truth that the number of Gods to be worshipped is large, that indeed is the
distinguishing feature of Hindu religion."In my opinion and understanding this ‘Hindu-civilisation’
had these characteristics:It was a way of life.There was a pious book known by the name “Rig-
Veda.”There was a river known as Sindhu or Indus or Saraswati on which banks the said
civilisation was flourishing.The inhabitants have disappeared.It was a Vedic period.Swami
Vivekananda is one of those few spiritual leaders of modern India who have touched upon the
diverse facets of Indian civilisation ranging from society, science, spirituality, politics, religion,
etc. right from the origins of the Indian civilisation to our present times. It is interesting to see that
Swami Vivekananda himself prophesied that his ideas would remain relevant for a time-span of
1500 years. Every Indian finds, in his work, a thought or an idea that touches his or her more
profound interest. Swami Vivekananda expired in 1902. The excavation of Sindhu Saraswati
civilisation was started in 1920. It can be presumed that he was not aware of it. However, at
one instance, while interpreting the verse of Kalidasa's Kumarasambhavam; he said the
Himalaya is not a mere wall accidentally constructed by nature. It is en-souled by Divinity and is
the protector of India and her civilisation not only from the chill icy blasts blowing from the arctic
region but also from the deadly and destructive incursions of invaders. The Himalaya further
protects India by sending the great rivers Sindhu, Ganga, and the Brahmaputra perennially fed
by melted ice irrespective of the monsoon rains. Further, the Indian civilisation is the best of all
human civilisations and forms the standard by which all the other human civilisations, past,
present, and future, must be tested. Further, Swami Vivekananda asserted that everything
progressed in waves. The march of civilisation, the progression of worlds, is in waves. All human
activities likewise progress in waves – art, literature, science, religion.” Harappan CivilisationThe
first name given by the legendary scholars is Harappan Civilisation. The urban site of Harappa is
located at District, Sahiwal, Punjab, about 24 km west of the Sahiwal district of Punjab province
now in Pakistan. The site takes its name from a modern village located near the former course of
the Ravi River which now runs 8 km to the north. The current village of Harappa is less than 1 km



from the ancient site. It has a special place in the World of archaeology. According to the
archaeological convention of naming a previously unknown civilisation by its first excavated site,
this Civilisation was named Harappan Civilisation. From there, in the mid-19th century first came
artifacts of an unknown ancient culture that were to attract the attention of scholars. A black
Square stone stamp unicorn seal inscribed with a still enigmatic script provided the first
evidence for the existence of what we know today to be South Asia's earliest urban society
called the "Harappan Civilisation" after the site itself. Though the real name of the place was
“Brahminabad” but the name of the nearby village got recognition for no reason.Charles Masson
visited Harappa in 1826. Sir Alexander Burnes visited Harappa in 1831. He was the second
European to recognize it as an archaeological site of importance. Sir Alexander Cunningham
makes the first visit in 1853 & second visit in 1856. In 1872-73 he noted that the mounds had
been subjected to brick robbing, and he conducts a small excavation, publishes a plan of the
site and selected artifacts including a unicorn seal belonging to a Major Clark. He found it is non-
Indian in origin because the bull on the seal has no hump. Sir Alexander described it as the most
curious object discovered at Harappa is a seal; the seal is a smooth deep engraved a black bull
stone without polish, without a hump, looking to the right, with two stars under the neck. Above
the bull, there is an inscription in six characters, which are quite unknown to me. They are
certainly not Indian letters; and as the bull which accompanies them is without a hump, I
conclude that the seal is foreign to India. How wrong Cunningham was about the seal! Still, as
Neil Mac Gregor writes, "it was this seal that stimulated the discovery of the entire Indus
civilisation. It was left to a successor, John Marshall, to announce the discovery of the ancient
Indus civilisation.After half a century of Sir Alexander excavation, in the early 1920s, large-scale
excavations at Harappa initiated by the Archaeological Survey of India. The ancient place of
Harappa was heavily damaged under British rule when bricks from the ruins were used as track
ballast in the construction of the Lahore–Multan Railway under the ages of The Punjab Railway.
The line opened in 1861, connecting Karachi and Lahore onward to Amritsar. The uppermost
brick architecture was dismantled, and the edges of the mounds were perforated with tunnels
that followed the lines of fired brick walls. Concurrently, Excavations were begun some 643 KM
to the southwest of Harappa at Mohenjo-Daro. Similarities in artifacts, inscriptions, and
architecture immediately made it clear that both Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro were significant
centers of an unexpectedly early urban culture centred in the Valley. Extensive excavations
through the 1920s and into the 1930s at both sites, together with subsequent discoveries and
excavations at smaller sites now in Pakistan, western India, and even Afghanistan, have
revealed a vast and unique South Asian counterpart to the better-known Ancient cultures of the
Near East and Egypt. The clubbing of both the excavations at Harappa & Mohenjo has given a
faulty path and directions to historians. Mohenjo-Daro was named as another city of the Indus
Valley (Sindhu- Saraswati) though it was not a city at all. The Mohenjo-Daro was for a specific
one-time event; however, the archaeologist merged it into one, and Mohenjo-Daro merely as a
habitat or a city diluted the very theory of ancient Hindu culture. The Harappan civilisation is



carrying another Hindu connection of nearby Sahiwal village by way of naming a cow as a
Sahiwal breed. Sahiwal is a breed of Cow which primarily is used in dairy production. Sahiwal is
considered one of the indigenous cow breeds of Punjab. Presently this is an endangered breed.
Hindus worship cows, and Sahiwal is a pious breed to them because of its distinction with other
breeds. The cow, cow milk & cow milk Ghee are the significance of Hindu culture. Indus Valley
(Sindhu- Saraswati) CivilisationThe civilisation spanning the Indus Valley (Sindhu- Saraswati)
region is known as the "Indus Valley (Sindhu- Saraswati) Civilisation." However, leading experts
on the prehistory of the region never use that term; it is always called either the "Indus
Civilisation" or even better, the "Harappa Civilisation", after the first discovered site. These
experts include Sir Mortimer Wheeler (The Indus Civilisation, 3rd Edition, 1968), Gregory
Possehl (The Indus Civilisation: A Contemporary Perspective, 2002), and Damodar
Dharmananda Kosambi (Ancient India: A History of its Culture and Civilisation, 1965). Sir John
Marshal edited “Mohenjo-Daro and the Indus Civilisation” an official account of Archaeological
Excavations at Mohenjo-Daro carried out by the Government of India between the years 1922
and 1927. He proudly mentioned that One thing that Stands out clear and unmistakable both at
Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa, is that the civilisation hitherto revealed at these two places is not
an incipient civilisation, but one already age-old and Stereotyped on Indian soil, with many
millennia of human endeavour behind it. Thus, India must henceforth be recognized, along with
Persia, Mesopotamia, and Egypt, as one of the most important areas where the civilizing
processes of society were initiated and developed. I do not mean to imply by this that India can
claim to be regarded as the cradle of civilisation; nor do I think on the evidence at present
available that that claim can be made on behalf of anyone country in particular.The Indus Valley
(Sindhu- Saraswati) Civilisation was a Bronze Age extending from what today is northeast
Afghanistan to Pakistan and northwest India. It was the most widespread culture flourished in the
basins of the Indus River one of the major rivers of Asia, and the Ghaggar-Hakra River, which
once coursed through northwest India and eastern Pakistan. At its peak, the Indus Valley
(Sindhu- Saraswati) Civilisation may have had a population of over five million. Inhabitants of the
ancient Indus River valley developed new techniques in the handicraft (carnelian products, seal
carving) and metallurgy (copper, bronze, lead, and tin). The Indus Valley (Sindhu- Saraswati)
civilisation comprised of cities for their urban planning, baked brick houses, elaborate drainage
systems, water supply systems, and clusters of large non-residential buildings. After Harappa,
the first of its sites were excavated in the 1920s, in what was then the Punjab province of British
India, and now in Pakistan. The discovery of Harappa, and soon afterwards, Mohenjo-Daro, was
the culmination of work beginning in 1861 with the founding of the Archaeological Survey of
India in the British Raj. Excavation of Harappan sites has been on-going since 1920, with
important breakthroughs occurring till today. Until 1999, over 1,056 cities and settlements had
been found, of which 96 have been excavated, mainly in the general region of the Indus and
Ghaggar-Hakra Rivers and their tributaries. Among the settlements were the major urban
centers of Harappa, Mohenjo-Daro (UNESCO World Heritage Site), Dholavira, Ganeriwala in



the Cholistan, and Rakhigarhi. The Indus Valley (Sindhu- Saraswati) Civilisation encompassed
most of Pakistan and parts of north-western India, Afghanistan, and Iran, extending from
Baluchistan in the west to Uttar Pradesh in the east, northeastern Afghanistan to the north and
Maharashtra to the south. The Indus Valley (Sindhu- Saraswati) civilisation is the longest
civilisation. The journey started around 10000/12000 years. According to the latest studies, it is
certain that the Indus Valley (Sindhu- Saraswati) Civilisation started with Mehrgarh, an early
food-producing Era to the regionalization area. It travelled almost 5,000 years, and then the
Harappa civilisation emerged with the early, Ravi phase Kot Dijji Phase for 2500 years. It rested
at Integration area where it passes through the Mature Harappa or can say Indus Valley
Civilisation for 700 years followed by a localization era 1,000 years comprising of late Harappa
with Orchie Coloured pottery and finally, the culture reached Printer Grey Ware, Northern Black
Polished in Iron Age in Indo Gangetic Tradition era. According to Ahmad Hasan Dani, a
professor emeritus at Quaid-e-Azam University, Islamabad, the discoveries at Mehrgarh
changed the entire concept of the Indus civilisation. He found that there we have the whole
sequence, right from the beginning of settled village life. The Early Harappan Ravi Phase,
named after the nearby Ravi River, lasted from circa 3,300 BCE until 2800 BCE. It is related to
the Hakra Phase, identified in the Ghaggar-Hakra River Valley to the west, and predates the Kot
Diji Phase (2800-2600 BCE, Harappan 2) named after a site in northern Sindh, Pakistan, near
Mohenjo-Daro. The earliest examples of the Indus script date from around 3,000 BCE. The
mature phase of earlier village cultures is represented by Rehman Dheri and Amri in Pakistan.
Kot Diji (Harappan 2) represents the phase leading up to Mature Harappan, with the citadel
representing centralized authority and increasingly urban quality of life. Another town of this
stage was found at Kalibangan in India on the Hakra River. Trade networks linked this culture
with related regional cultures and distant sources of raw materials, including lapis lazuli and
other materials for bead-making. Villagers had, by this time, numerous domesticated crops,
including peas, sesame seeds, dates, and cotton, as well as animals, including the water buffalo.
Early Harappan communities turned to large urban centers by 2600 BCE, from where the
mature Harappan phase started. By 2600 BCE, the Early Harappan communities had been
turned into large urban centers. Such urban centers include Harappa, Ganeriwala, Mohenjo-
Daro in modern-day Pakistan, and Dholavira, Kalibangan, Rakhigarhi, Ropar, and Lothal in
modern-day India. In total, more than 1,052 cities and settlements have been found, mainly in
the general region of the Indus Rivers and their tributaries.Harappa was a ‘city’ site, but the
Saraswati and Sindhu rivers had nurtured a large number of `village' sites. The state of
archaeological knowledge has grown enormously since the Harappan site discovery in the
1920s. The cumulative achievement of archaeological work allows us to redefine the Harappan
civilisation as Sindhu –Saraswati Civilisation. Evidence from many sources, including that of
archaeological remains associated with old river courses, indicates that a major river, stemming
mainly from the same sources as the present Sutlej, flowed through Northern Rajasthan,
Bahawalpur, and Sind to the southeast of the present course of the Sutlej and the Indus. This



river, known as the Saraswati in its upper course, at different times either joined the lower course
of the Indus in Sind or found its way independently into the Arabian Sea via Rann of
Kutch.'' (Allchin, B., Goudie, A., and Hegde, K., 1978, The prehistory and paleogeography of the
Great Indian Desert, London, Academic Press, p. 198).Prof. Ahmad Hasan Dani writes (Ed.
Indus Civilisation - New Perspectives, Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad, 1981, pp.3 - 12): `To
him (John Marshall) goes the credit of coining the term The Indus Civilisation. But his
geographic horizon no longer holds good, and the term deriving therefrom is open to question...
The wide-spread nature of the Indus Civilisation throughout Punjab and Sind had already
expanded the meaning of the original term. Still later in the post-1947 period, the Indus
Civilisation sites have been discovered in large number outside the present Indus region right up
to the very borders of the Yamuna in the north-east (Alamgirpur on the Hindon, a tributary of the
Yamuna about 30 miles north of Delhi), along the dried-up bed of the river Ghaggar in the
northern part of Rajasthan, and in Gujarat right up to the mouths of Narbada and Tapti
rivers'.Further, Indian satellite imaginary data of a once-mighty river that used to flow from the
Himalayas to the Arabian Sea proved it as a perennial stream that flows over 4600 Kms. It has
now been established that over 60% of the so-called Indus Valley civilisational sites were
located not along the banks of Indus River but the banks of the Saraswati River. When it comes
to the mature Harappan sites, almost 80% are found along the banks of Saraswati. The ISRO
prepared the first-ever map of the desecrated surface channels of the Saraswati from Adi Badri
in Haryana to the Rann of Kutch. Saraswati joined Indus at Sakkur, carried her water and water
of six other rivers to the Arabian Sea, so it makes it more logical to name it as Sindhu-Saraswati
Civilisation.Sindhu Saraswati CivilisationA happier definition of Civilisation probably is that of Dr
Rabindranath Tagore, who says that Civilisation “is a mold that each nation is busy making for
itself to shape its men and women according to its best ideal this is simple, and, to people who
have convinced themselves that there is Divine governance behind the history of nations,
unexceptionable. Max Nordau, in his book History without proper names the Interpretation of
History defines civilisation. According to him, the recorded history of nations is only the history of
certain individuals, who, by the nature of their outstanding achievements and characteristics,
have made themselves felt in their time, and marked by their existence a few steps on the path
of their nation's life. They have created ripples in the otherwise even tenor of the lives of their
contemporaries or have caused radical changes in the manners and customs of their people.
They have broken old traditions and helped to create new ones. So naming a civilisation
perfectly is the first task to understand civilisation. One such name appeared here is Sindhu-
Saraswati Civilisation as nearly 2000 of the 3,000 sites are situated on the banks of the now
extinct Saraswati River, which has been traced by satellite imaging. Along the dry bed of the
Saraswati River, a lot of new towns and settlements are now being found. Satellite imagery has
given the river scientific teeth. It seems to have originated in Kailash Mansarovar and emerged
on the plains from the Siwalik Hills at the foothills of the Himalayas in Himachal Pradesh, flowed
through the Ghaggar valley in Haryana touching Adi Badri and the Rajasthan desert, on to Hakra



in the Cholistan desert (Sindh, Pakistan) Saraswati met Sindhu (Indus) at Sakkur before
reaching the Rann of Kutch through the Nara Valley and falling off into the Arabian Sea. There is
evidence of dry river beds overlapping with the Hakra channel in Pakistan and the seasonal
Ghaggar River in India. Many Indus Valley (Sindhu- Saraswati) (or Harappa) sites have been
discovered along the Ghaggar-Hakra beds. Among them are: Ropar, Rakhigarhi, Sothi,
Kalibangan, and Ganwariwala. According to J. G. Shaffer and D. A. Lichtenstein, the Sindhu
Saraswati (Harappan) Civilisation "is a fusion of the Bagor, Hakra, and Koti Dij traditions or
'ethnic groups' in the Ghaggar-Hakra valley on the borders of India and Pakistan." According to
some archaeologists, Saraswati sites have been discovered along the dried-up river beds of the
Ghaggar-Hakra River and its tributaries, in contrast to sites at the Indus and its tributaries;
consequently, in their opinion, the appellation Indus Ghaggar-Hakra civilisation or Sindhu
Saraswati civilisation is justified. Saraswati Joined Sindhu (Indus) at Sakkur and then led the
waters of six known rivers to the Arabian Sea. Sindhu Saraswati civilisation flourished on the
river valleys of Sindhu (Indus) and Saraswati Rivers. The drying-up of the Saraswati River led to
migrations of people eastwards to the upper Punjab, Ganga-Yamuna doab, and southwards from
the Rann of Kutch river valley. They had no idea about how their 200th generation children will
look into their living. They were, instead coping with their immediate problems and the possible
solutions to them. Indus was a Sindhu river. Saraswati, a dried river cannot be forgotten and
ignored while quoting the name of civilisation. So the nomenclature as given in the past is
redundant. "Sindhu-Saraswati Civilisation" remains the correct one.After the discovery of the first
archaeological site at Harappa in 1920, the civilisation was referred to as Harappa culture. With
the discovery of another significant site at Mohenjo-Daro in the same decade, it was re-
christened as Indus civilisation. Since the 1950s, several types of sites have been located. In
particular, the sites of Ropar, Kalibangan, Lothal, Dholavira, and Banawali. The characteristic
feature of the location of these sites is that these are on the banks of or very close to the `lost'
Saraswati River. Hence, civilisation should be re-christened as Sindhu-Saraswati
civilisation. Most complex civilisation to explore and understandWe are known to our civilisation
because of archaeology warriors who ventured out to study the vast mounds spread over to the
vast area in Sind, United India. This happened around 100 years ago. Another significant event
that happened in the 100 years is the partition of the great country India. India divided into two
unions just after the twenty-five years from the excavations of such sites. Now the centers of the
excavation area lie in Pakistan and being an Islamic republic, any idea to mention such
civilisation with Hindu dominance is almost impossible. Earlier there were Europeans, who were
leading the excavation and now it’s at the mercy of Pakistan. Many Europeans are still working
on such sites. Many Universities have opened up their civilisation research spread over to such
a vast area. The sites currently in Pakistan protected by UNESCO and further excavations are
banned. No concrete work has been done by the Indian Government so far related to this
civilisation. The field of interpretations of this civilisation is being played by foreign teams at
different playgrounds. The glory of this civilisation is to be shared by both the unions, but the



relations between the two unions are so bad that it is difficult to unite them at least on this front.
The Pakistan Government has placed a board near to Citadel at Mohenjo-Daro showing the
citadel as Buddha Stupa. None of the findings concluded it as Buddha Stupa. Merely an earth
dome is being called by the name Buddha Stupa. Even, if we presume that there was a Buddha
Stupa at the top, why no credit to the belongings, which are in plenty under the Stupa. There is a
gap of thousands of years between the marvellous infrastructures at Harappa & Mohenjo-Daro
to the birth of Buddha. Though there was no Buddha Stupa if we presume that there was Stupa
then the materials used in the Stupa were the materials already available at the site. We should
look to it as a prehistoric monument of the ancestors of the people living in both the unions. We
look forward to the archaeology to interpret the civilisations. Archaeology should not be limited
to broken sculptures, old buildings, mounds of ruins, size and number, architectural remains that
are the naturally prominent branch of archaeology but should include the peripherals around it.
This is more especially in the case of India, where, bricks, coins, ruined buildings are almost the
only remains of bygone times. A circular of the Archaeological Survey of India way back
hundreds of years suggests adherence to the basic principles of archaeology. However, it seems
that the archaeological teams have not complied as their study lacks the various names of the
place reported upon, and their origin or derivation, the date of its foundation, either historical or
traditional, or both. Still, it can be mention that Archaeological teams achieved a miracle from
1920 to 1930 in the western part of India. If it could not happen fifteen years ago from the
partition, it was certain that the places could never be on the world map. They have done their
duty well. They were true to their saying about the Archaeological findings and were not
supposed to see the findings with the mythological angle. One hundred years have passed
without the universal acceptance of the theories given by the archaeological teams. The
scholars are blank about many answers. No civilisation can be identified to her roots without
mapping the answer to all the questions raised here. The mapping of the few can yield the
results. The book revolves around answering a few questions about this civilisation. Let’s have an
overview at some of those with the answers I believe to be correct:If these cities were habitats
with five million people for five hundred years, where are the burials and skeletons?The cities
were not habitats for hundreds of years but only for a few years. They were there temporarily for
a ‘specific task’, which I have talked about later in this book. Hence, burials and skeletons are
few; moreover, the concept of cremation was also there.What was the purpose of the great bath
and citadel?The Great bath was there for bathing at the time of religious rituals. The citadel was
there to have a mega ‘Yajna’.Why was the township constructed in one go?The infrastructure
was created for a single event that’s why the construction was in one go.Why were the
inhabitants so curious about water management and its drainage?The inhabitants were battling
the war for water. The inhabitants came from various locations where the flow of the river had
dried up.How was the River Saraswati connected to it?The inhabitants of such cities came from
various locations from the Banks of Saraswati. River Saraswati had dried up.How was the Rig-
Veda connected to it?The priests prayed to the deities for raising the Saraswati so that they don’t



have to abandon their settlements.Why were the cities abandoned?The failure of the Yajna as
River Saraswati failed to rise. They left the place, and their settlements had to be
abandoned.What is the connection between River Saraswati & River Indus?The River Saraswati
was a Himalayan born river with plenty of water. The Indus was carrying the waters of six rivers
from Hind Kush to the plains of Punjab & the River Saraswati was the seventh river and last river
to join the Indus that’s why it is called by the name Sapta Sindhu (Indus). As the River Saraswati
was carrying the waters of seven rivers to the Arabian Sea, hence Saraswati was designated as
Mother of all the rivers.Why was Mohenjo-Daro chosen for the Yajna even though it was located
on the banks of Indus?After the merging of Saraswati at Sakkur with Indus, the river was known
as Saraswati, and in this section, there was the kind of water flow that was required by people
attending the event.Why would a place known as Mohenjo-Daro, which means mound of the
Dead, be selected for the event?Mohenjo-Daro is not the actual name by which it was known
back then. This is a popular name in Sindhi. A place with living people, cannot in the real sense
be named ‘mound of the dead’. As per Scholars, the city was dwelt by millions for five hundred
years, so the name ‘Mound of the Dead’ cannot be historically accurate. This name was
recognized locally after the inhabitants deserted it and it was left abandoned. Further, during
excavations, many skeletons have surfaced, so it could be possible that the name Mohenjo-
Daro could is based on the death of such persons as no burial or cremation happened for such
bodies.Is there any manuscript that mentions the drying up of the River Saraswati?Rig-Veda
contains all the details of Saraswati drying up.
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SUDHANSHU SHARMA, “Good.. Very nice attempt.”
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